
International Dolphin Watch (IDW)  
Has an unblemished reputation as a non-profit organisation dedicated to helping dolphins since 

it was founded by Dr Horace Dobbs in 1978.        

                                                                                                                                                       

  

Friends of IDW 
NEWSLETTER 
1st August 2007                 

Congratulations

 

to Editor Jackie Connell on the 
first anniversary issue of her baby: 

the IDW Newsletter. 

When International dolphin Watch (IDW) 
switched from its printed magazine format 
DOLPHIN to sending out news electronically, 
we had little idea of how it would work out. 
But thanks to the indefatigable efforts of 
Jackie Connell and her husband Terry, it has 
exceeded all expectations. The two of them 
even managed to put Newsletters together 
when they were on holiday in Hawaii, New 
Zealand and Australia. 

 Via the wonders of the Internet IDW s world 
wide family of dolphin lovers now has a 
proven forum in which they can share their 
stories, hopes, ideals and aspirations more 
quickly and fully than ever before.   

All this would not have been possible of 
course without financial support in the form of 
donations, especially from those who have 
registered as Friends of IDW.  

To all of you I send my most sincere thanks.  

 

Dr  Horace Dobbs 
Honorary Director  
International Dolphin Watch 

   
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

         

     £1,000 Award

  

for the des

 

ign of a portable dome 

 

inside which children can have a 

 

simulated

 

 dolphin experience

   

Photo by David Simpson
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CONSERVATION  

  

Dear IDW  

Ocean Conservancy is writing you today with great news 
for right whales and other endangered large whales in the 
Atlantic Ocean. As part of our concerted effort to save 
these majestic animals, Ocean Conservancy recently sued 
the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to end its 
years-long delay of a fishing gear entanglement rule. 
Today, we are pleased to inform you that we have won a 
settlement requiring NMFS to publish its ruling by October 

1st. (Read our Press Release on http://www.oceanconservancy.org/)  

We could not have succeeded without you and we want to take a moment to thank you 
sincerely for your support in signing our petition that urged NMFS to implement 
these life-saving measures.  

The entanglement rule had been delayed for several years despite the urgent need for 
protections along the entire Eastern Atlantic seaboard. During this long period of delay, 
entanglements have killed several right whales in a population estimated at only about 350 
individuals. In such circumstances, the loss of a single whale brings the entire species that 
much closer to extinction. While it is too late to bring those dead whales back, we can do 
more to prevent any unnecessary deaths in the future. And that is where you come in.  
This victory is a giant step toward protecting right whales and other endangered whales, but 
there remains much to be done.  Ship strikes the other major cause of right whale 
deaths continue to be a serious concern. With your help, Ocean Conservancy is right now 
actively seeking further measures from NMFS to reduce ship strikes by slowing ships as 
they traverse known right whale habitats.  

That battle, of course, is ongoing. As for today, it is time to celebrate. Once again, Ocean 
Conservancy thanks you for all your efforts on the entanglement ruling, and we hope that 
we can count on your future support as we strive to protect all the whales of the Atlantic.   

Warm regards, 
Vicki Cornish 
Director, Marine Wildlife Conservation 
Ocean Conservancy 
http://www.oceanconservancy.org/

 

Email: ocean-alert@oceanconservancy.org

    

http://www.oceanconservancy.org/
http://www.oceanconservancy.org/
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Natural Resources Defense Council 
http://www.nrdc.org/

  
Dear Friends of IDW  

When scores of baby grey whales are born in Baja's magnificent San Ignacio Lagoon this coming 
winter, their nursery will be one step closer to being fully protected against industrialisation.  

Thanks to Mexican President Felipe Calderon, 109,000 acres of federal land surrounding the whale 
nursery were recently designated for conservation.  

I'm sure you agree that President Calderon and his administration should be applauded for 
defending wildlands and wildlife in the face of powerful economic interests.  

That's why I'm asking you to join me in thanking the Mexican president right now by sending him 
an online message at http://www.savebiogems.org/baja/action2

   

Your message of thanks is critical. We want President Calderon to register strong support from all 
across North America for his visionary policy, because the fight to save the whale's nursery 
is still far from over.  

Despite NRDC's stunning victory in 2000 that stopped Mitsubishi from industrializing the lagoon 
with the world's largest saltworks, San Ignacio Lagoon is still vulnerable to plans for 
oil and gas drilling ... massive high-rise hotels and resort marinas ... and ocean-bound ship traffic.  

That's why it's so urgent that we press ahead with our ambitious plan to permanently protect all one 
million acres of land surrounding the lagoon.  

Thanks to the generosity of Members like you, our conservation alliance has already secured 
permanent protection for 140,000 acres of communal and private lands. When you add in the 
government's 109,000 acres, we have succeeded in putting 249,000 acres off-limits to industry and 
developers forever.  

We're a quarter of the way to our one-million-acre goal  in just two years!  

Please go to http://www.savebiogems.org/baja/action2 right now and express your appreciation to 
the President of Mexico for defending San Ignacio Lagoon.  

And thank you for supporting our campaign to surround this last unspoiled grey whale nursery with 
a million acres of protection.  

Sincerely,  

Frances Beinecke 
President 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
http://www.nrdc.org/

  

http://www.nrdc.org/
http://www.savebiogems.org/baja/action2
http://www.savebiogems.org/baja/action2
http://www.nrdc.org/
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A Solution on the Horizon: OCEANS 21 

While there are many things individuals can do every day to protect our oceans and coasts, some 
large scale problems need to be tackled by our government. The problems facing our oceans are far-
reaching and disparate, and demand a comprehensive approach. By taking a more holistic approach 
to our oceans, we can start to revive our oceans and ensure a future in which our children can swim 
in clean water and enjoy fresh seafood. 

A bill named OCEANS 21 -- The Oceans Conservation, Education, and National Strategy for the 
21st Century Act -- introduced in January 2007, would vastly improve how we as a nation care for 
and manage our oceans, and the spectacular wildlife that call them home. OCEANS 21 provides a 
national vision for protecting, maintaining and restoring oceans while encouraging the development 
and implementation of local ocean plans, as people on the ground often have the best view of the 
problems and workable solutions. The legislation would implement key recommendations of the 
Pew Oceans Commission and the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy. OCEANS 21 has the potential 
to become one of our nation's seminal environmental laws, along the lines of the Clean Air Act and 
the Clean Water Act. 

More Solutions for Healthy Oceans 

In addition to working with Congress to pass a strong OCEANS 21 bill, NRDC is working with 
organizations around the world to push for stronger controls on fishing in ocean waters beyond 
national jurisdiction -- on the high seas and in our states. Our vision for the continued health and 
vibrancy of our oceans includes:  

Ending Destructive Practices. We must end overfishing and maintain abundant and diverse 
ocean fish populations. We must reduce the nutrient pollution that creates dead zones in the 
ocean. And the United States should support international efforts to place a moratorium on 
unregulated bottom trawling on the high seas until an effective regime is in place to protect 
deep-sea corals and other vital ocean habitats. 

Creating Underwater Parks. We started creating parks and wilderness on land more than a 
century ago; it's time to do the same for the ocean. Studies show that marine protected areas 
have bigger fish, greater diversity of life and higher productivity than similar areas that are 
open to fishing. Establishing marine protected areas is one of the best ways we can ensure 
the ocean's ability to sustain and restore its extraordinary diversity of life. 

Prompting State Action. A number of states have been moving to protect their marine 
resources, which typically extend about 3 miles from shore. California and New York, for 
example, have passed ocean protection laws that set out a state ocean conservation policy, 
and create overarching councils to help implement that policy and coordinate the ocean 
work done by various state agencies.  

Healthy oceans are a vital natural resource. By taking strong action to implement the 
recommendations above, the president and Congress -- and legislatures of coastal states -- can help 
avert an ocean crisis. 

http://www.nrdc.org/water/oceans/policy.asp

    

http://www.nrdc.org/water/oceans/policy.asp
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A TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL PORTELLY  

by Horace Dobbs  

I was very sorry to hear of Michael Portelly's death, as we have been good friends ever since he 
took up underwater photography.   

I well remember one conference we were attending together. He stood at the rostrum and started his 
presentation by saying "It was Horace Dobbs who got me into underwater photography with his 
book CAMERA UNDERWATER." Mike held up my book and said as he tossed it over his 
shoulder much to the amusement of the audience: "After I read it I 
threw it away!" Which was exactly the right thing for him to do, 
because he broke the mould of virtually all of the other underwater 
photographers in the world. At the time, photographers were 
getting ever more creative with their images of underwater life and 
exhibiting them at events such as the Brighton Underwater Film 
Festivals in the 1960s. What Michael did was to use the undersea 
world, especially in the Red Sea, as a photographic studio. He was 
brilliantly creative and his still photograph of a lifting bag as an air 
balloon with a model in the basket beneath the balloon peering into 
the distance is an iconic image that will stay with me forever.  

Michael's use of the water medium in his underwater studios to get women's dresses and hair to 
float around them to create images of beguiling beauty opened new doors for fashion photographers 
around the world.  

Michael's amazing creative abilities rose to even greater heights when he turned to filmmaking. I 
had the privilege of working with him on one of his movies in the Red Sea. He could create fantasy 
like no other director/cameraman I know. I had to see a clip of only a few seconds of any one of his 
films to know immediately who had filmed it. I remember being so excited when I first 
unexpectedly saw his advert for Cheltenham and Gloucester on television. I knew instantly he had 
made it.  You can see how he produced his films, his picture gallery, excerpts of his films on 
http://www.portelly.com/,  

From the start, Michael was concerned about caring for the 
underwater environment and he became ever more passionate 
about all aspects of conservation as the years went by. We often 
talked about my interest in dolphins. I was delighted when he 
accepted an invitation to address a conference I was closely 
involved with and chairing at the Open University in December 
2003. At the time I was going through a traumatic experience. 
My grandaughter Rebecca, with whom I was very close, had 
been involved in a very serious car crash in October. Five days 
later she was pronounced brain dead at Hull Royal Infirmary. 
However, by what can only be explained as a miracle, she 
fluttered back into life. I announced this at the conference and was able to report that she was 
sufficiently recovered by then to come home for Christmas and that I was planning to take her and 
her sister, Fiona, to swim with the dolphins in the Red Sea the following January. I knew at the time 
that Michael was in remission from a cancer that had almost taken his life and we were all hopeful 
that he would also make a full recovery.  

http://www.portelly.com/
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At the close of the conference Michael made a passionate address and film presentation. It brought 
an immediate standing ovation and applause that went on for several minutes.  

After the conference Michael often visited Jackie and Terry Connell at their house in Milton 
Keynes to work on his film and his plans to carry around the world his message for peace and 
harmony as well as the means of achieving it. We often talked on the phone. He was not to see his 
dream fulfilled. But it lives on in others whose lives he touched.  A copy of that presentation on 
DVD Viewing the Word Through New Eyes 

 
a strategy for the future can be obtained from 

http://www.dolphinfriend.com/html/dolphin_shop.html     

Michael wanted as many influential people as possible to see his vision for the future so please 
feel free to make copies and pass on to anyone that you think would be interested.  

Michael will be sadly missed by those who knew him personally and also by those who were 
moved by the stunningly beautiful images he created, above and underwater.  

RELIEF ADVERTISING STRATEGY 
by Michael Portelly 

In 1996 I read a prophetic book, Choice: Evolution or Extinction, by Ervin Laszlo, that saw the 
current global crisis and unless the necessary remedial measures are taken, our generation will leave 
the legacy of a planet, poisoned and stripped of its assets and its beauty. 

As things stand, climate change is out of control, environmental destruction and pollution continue 
unabated, the oceans are becoming devoid of life and on the same day we celebrate record highs in 
the markets, 40,000 children die from chronic hunger. Relief efforts, charities and development 
organisations are under funded, at a time when governments cannot meet the need in their own 
countries much less the developing world.  

The Genesis Project 

Relief Advertising Strategy uses the power of media to focus consumer and investor support for 
companies willing to help the world, rewarding investors, increasing company profit and liberating 
new resources for the task of global regeneration. This makes it financially viable for companies to 
fund relief efforts to save lives, protect eco-systems and endangered species, invest in technology to 
end pollution, or sponsor Future Forests to fund global reforestation or purchase rainforest to 
prevent it being cut down, to neutralise their carbon dioxide output, to slow global warming. 

Though many good companies do help the world, few hear about it. Few know that C&G were the 
first corporate sponsor of marine diversity in the UK and my proto-type ad was designed to gain 
them the public appreciation and financial reward, that research shows, they would receive were 
they to run this type of campaign. The advertising industry is a globally extended network of some 
of the finest creative minds on the planet. Imagine the kind of ads that might emerge if the industry 
extended its existing charter and embraced such an approach. 

Relief Advertising Strategy harnesses market forces in a new way, rewarding companies willing to 
play their part in helping to solve the chronic problems that afflict our age, gaining them the 
appreciation of the whole world. 

For further information please see www.portelly.com

 

http://www.dolphinfriend.com/html/dolphin_shop.html
http://www.portelly.com
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NEWS CUTTINGS  

Dolphins go on a surfing safari 
Daily Mail, Thursday, July 12, 2007  

  

From Richard Shears in Sydney  

Many visitors to Australia have two particular things on their to do list  go surfing and swim with 
dolphins.  

It seams the dolphins like to do exactly the same.  As this astonishing picture shows, this group of at least 20 
of the creatures couldn t resist catching a giant wave when it came along.  

The friendly animals often come close to the shore at this spot some 300 miles north of Perth in Western 
Australia and rub their noses against swimmers and surfers in the warm waters of the Indian Ocean.  

But sometimes the bottlenose dolphins that live along the 1,500-mile coastline like to enjoy time off from 
entertaining the tourists  and do what humans do.  

This jolly frolic was captured on film at Eagle George, a well-known dolphin watching location in the 
Kalbarri National Park.  

It is not the first time a whole group of dolphins has been caught leaping over a wave in such a seemingly 
choreographed fashion, but wildlife experts say the phenomenon is extremely rare.  

Bottlenose dolphins, recognisable by their 14-inch snout and what appears to be a grin, are found in the 
warmest oceans, although they have also been seen off the British coast.  They frequently ride on the waves 
made by the wake of boats, or enjoy catching the waves that humans surf on.  

This activity, say scientists, is the result of natural behaviour adapted from swimming in a mother dolphin s 
slip stream when they are youngsters.  
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They are friendly towards humans and although researchers have yet to define exactly why, it is believed 
they have a naturally placid and inquisitive nature.  

They will avoid aggression, even if it comes from sharks, and it is only when they are in extreme danger that 
they will team up and turn on their enemies.  

Members of a family of mammals called cetaceans, they tend to swim in groups known as pods.  

They will often accompany humpback whales, on their migration up and down the eastern Australian coast.  

While most pods consist of around six to ten dolphins, sometimes the pods will team up for as long as a day 
before splitting up again.  

The males can grow up to 12ft long and weigh 70stone, while females are a little smaller.  

Marine scientists say they are among the most intelligent creatures in the animal world and can communicate 
so well with humans that they are easy to train for tricks in captivity.  

Flipper, the star of the television programme, was a bottlenose dolphin, and many others have been featured 
in movies.  Such is their intelligence, that an individual will often swim ahead of the pod on a scouting 
mission to check out unfamiliar territory and then report back to the rest of the group through signals 
scientists have yet to understand.  

Fishermen have observed that if another bottlenose dolphin is drowning, others will come to its aid and 
support it with their bodies so its blowhole is about the water.    

Dolphin Discovery 
LANZAROTE GAZETTE, May 2007  

The body of a rare species of dolphin, previously unknown 
to the Canary Islands, was discovered off Papagayo in late 
April. The Sowerby s Beaked Whale is a species of 
cetacean about which very little is known, and what we do 
know has been gleaned from stranded specimens such as 
the 4.5 metre male that was discovered at Papagayo.  

The boat, which made the discovery, reported the find to 
the authorities, and the carcass was towed to Puerto Calero, 
where it was examined and identified by a group led by 
Vidal Martin, director of the Whale Museum.  

The Sowerby s Beaked Whale is named after the English 
artist who first painted the creature.  It has previously been 
found off North America and Norway and the discovery 
marks one of the furthest possible points south it has been 
registered in. The find brings the number of whale and 
dolphin species in the Canaries to 29, meaning it has the 
greatest range of cetaceans in the Atlantic.    
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Stepping out of autism through computer graphic art  

Welcome to Ni Fai You, the world of Yuusuke Namihira, an autistic graphic artist 
from Okinawa, Japan. Ni Fai You means "Thank you" in Ishigaki-Yaeyama dialect. 
Yuusuke wants to let the world know that he is thankful that there are people out 
there who recognized his talent and did everything possible to support him at doing 
what he is doing best, drawing colourful, inspiring, delightful computer graphics.  

An Update from Shizuko Ouwehand from Japan:  

Here is an update on the feature on Yuusuke in the July Newsletter - please see his web site: 
http://www.nifaiyou.com/. Yuusuke will make his international debut early August 2007. An 
exhibition of his work can be seen from August 3rd until September 9th at Museum the 
SieboldHouse in Leiden, the Netherlands. At the display will be pieces from Yuusuke's collection, 
covering the years 2003  2007.  

Yuusuke saw the news about 
Fuji 

 

Dolphin leaps with rubber tail

 

and made a picture of this dolphin 
jumping with belly upward, bathed in 
amazing rays of white light. This 
piece was shown in his exhibition, 
enlarged to 3m x 2m, in a 
children's clinic in Okinawa. Little 
patients, some in tiny wheel 
chairs, laughed, screamed, danced for joy 
and fun...to great amazement of their 
parents who did not know that their kids 
could feel any emotions! Yuusuke is so 

THE TIMES 9th July 2007

 

http://www.nifaiyou.com/
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loving to such children and so soothingly encouraging.  

Shortly after the completion of the painting Dolphin Fuji, jumping in the sky". Yuusuke had a 
vision (something like a daydream...?) of many Fuji-dolphins jumping with colourful tails again and 
again toward the light. He painted that too "Dolphin Fuji laughing, in inspiring light".  

As the exhibition was for little patients, 
mostly in tiny wheel chairs, we designed 
the display to hang low, and some to be 
enlarged. Yuusuke chose which ones. 
They were printed on a kind of tent-sheet 
so that they could be touched and get 
cleansed later. Children indeed touched 
them, shook them, caressed, biting, 
licking, scratching, and really played 
with them! As the wind blew every now 
and then through the hall, the 
paintings were moving, alive, inviting, 
whispering...  

Some TV reportage about Yuusuke caused lots of positive reactions in Japan to his paintings and 
photos, and above all to his life story.  

You can see these pictures of Fuji and his other work in the Gallery/ E cards in the Homepage 
http://www.nifaiyou.com/. In Japan, many clinics and nursing homes wish to have the exhibitions 
for cheering up the residents. On 23rd of July a Kinderbook of his works came out in Japanese and 
English. We wish the books will swim around to cheer up many people, says Shizuko.  

Proceeds from the sale of the Kinderbook will go to a Seed Village  in Japan. Enjoying art in daily 
life with plans to create an ecological village  a community in Okinawa where children 
with special needs (severely handicapped) can live happily amongst families, helpers and others 
with organic vegetables, fruits and flowers growing in the gardens. Ecological technology 
experiments to inspire eco-tourism, to include recycling, as much barrier-free as possible with good 
air, good water, solar energy, and all with such love and sharing of joy and spirit like that of 
dolphins love. The village to give seeds to others and also to receive seeds - to become the seed 
for more Seed Villages .  

If you would like to find out more about the Seed Village  or order the Kinderbook (1,500 Yen, 
$14 + pp): 
Contact Shizuko Ouwehand: Email: shizukohand@gmail.com.  

The Kinderbook will be coming soon online through the International Dolphin Watch Dolphin Shop 
.http://www.dolphinfriend.com/html/dolphin_shop.html.   

30% of sales will go to International Dolphin Watch to help special needs children.    

http://www.nifaiyou.com/
http://www.dolphinfriend.com/html/dolphin_shop.html
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PERSONALITY OF THE MONTH  

Suzette Talbot  

Suzette lives in Lanzarote, Canary Islands, Spain.  Suzette trained in dramatic art and toured Britain 
with the original London cast of My Fair Lady .  She has her own stories to tell about later 
remarkable open water encounters with whales and dolphins.  These inspired Suzette to capture the 
essence of dolphins with paintings on flotsam gathered from the beach.     

   

Suzette s tiny gallery opens on to a sunny, plant-filled Canarian patio in Lanzarote s artisan capital, 
Teguise.  Hanging on the cool walls of her candle-lit Galeria are pieces of driftwood that have been 
transformed into works of art by Suzette s artistic vision.  The washed-up wood collected by 
Suzette from the shores of this island have been planed smooth by the eroding power of the sea.  It 
is this flat surface which provides her with a unique canvas to display her artistic talents.  

Shimmering schools of sardines or colourful native island flowers decorate the knotted pieces of 
wood, which are all chosen for their interesting shapes and form.  But the heart and soul of 
Suzette s collection is the stylised dolphins that grace so much of her work.  
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I have painted all my life , explains Suzette who is originally from Cornwall, but when I came to 
live on Lanzarote in 1994 I came as a watercolourist, painting flowers and beautiful things I saw on 
the island .  

A couple of years after settling in here, I started finding lovely pieces of driftwood on the beach 
and started painting on them using acrylic paints. At first I painted little fishes and gave them away 
as presents for children, then some friends suggested I should make some to sell.  So I started to 
make more and yes, they did begin to sell well at local markets.

  

The dolphins came into her life.  

I had a wonderful swim at Puerto Calero, I was invited there by Jim and Roison who own 
Catlanza.  Now, you re not allowed to swim with dolphins here in the Canaries unless you have a 
licence, but things were different then.  We went out on the boat and soon we were surrounded by 
dolphins and I knew I had to get into the water with them.  It was like a water ballet of beauty 
really.  It was just incredible, a phenomenon actually.  All the sardines had come in which was quite 
unusual, so there were thousands of them and also tuna and dolphins .  

I don t know how long I stayed in the water, but it was far too long as I was absolutely exhausted 
at the end.  When you are swimming with dolphins you don t feel the cold, your energy is so high 
you don t notice your body temperature.  Scientists are trying to measure this energy release now.  
When you experience it though, I suppose you just forget your body.  I was freezing when I finally 
got out!

  

This encounter was a profound inspiration to her and she started painting dolphins after that. It 
truly changed my life.  From the first experience I was hungry for more information and knowledge 
about these beautiful creatures so I started attending scientific conferences, which were attended by 
the world s leading dolphin and whale experts.  I got to know quite a lot of people from the dolphin 
world.

  

Being close to dolphins changes you for the better, believes Suzette. She explains: 
If you ve ever seen the faces of people after they have seen dolphins, they are full of joy and 

happiness.  It s not necessary to actually swim with them.  There s magic about dolphin.  I believe 
it s because they are full of love and joy and exude this beautiful, giving feeling.  I think many of us 
would like to be like that, but sadly we ve lost it a bit.  Just sometimes you get that back again and 
all the bad feelings seem to slip away.  That s what happens when you re in the presence of 
dolphins, it gives you a sense of euphoria

  

After Suzette s first swim with dolphins in Lanzarote s chilly waters she felt she had to do it again, 
this time in warmer water.  So off she went to Hawaii.  

I spent some time there with a lady called Roberta Quest-Goodman who is extremely 
knowledgeable about dolphins in the wild.  I ended up staying for six weeks spending every day on 
her boat studying spinner dolphins.  These are amazing creatures.  You can be swimming along in 
the water next to them and suddenly you notice their muscles flexing just before they hurl 
themselves out of the water.  Then they spin so many times in the air and come back into the water 
again.  Nobody really knows quite why they do it but I think it s for joy.

  

Having spent a couple of days and nights alone on a deserted beach she fell in love with the place 
and promised to return, which she did about two years later in 2000.  
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I spent my whole time on the beach there.  It was the most magical time of my life living with 
nature that surrounded me.  I stayed there alone.  People would drive up and give me fruit or ice for 
my ice box.  As well as swimming with the dolphins I had an amazing encounter with a humpback 
whale.  It was close to sunset and, like here, when the sun starts to go down it goes dark very 
quickly.  I had swum out quite a distance and was surrounded by dolphins.  They were making this 
incredible high-pitched noise.  I looked down beneath me and I was totally shocked because there 
was a huge humpback whale looming up right beneath me .  

He started to rise and I thought this was the end of me.  I don t know whether he flipped me or not, 
but I felt something whack against my calf, like its flipper, and suddenly I was going down, deep 
beneath the surface, really quite far.  I was expecting the tail to come down on my head, but it 
didn t.  I managed to scramble back up to the surface in time to see the whale swimming away.  
When I came to shore my leg was badly bruised but nothing serious.

  

Of course this story got around the island, and people started coming to visit Suzette on her beach.  
They would reach out to touch me and say, you re the woman that was touched by a whale.  It was 

quite extraordinary really.  I will never forget that experience.  I had seen humpbacked whales 
before and had been near them, but not as close as this!  I remember thinking then that it felt like 
being in the presence of God.  With the dolphins you feel like being near angels, they are so full of 
life and full of fun.  The whales are full of wisdom.

  

Spending even just a short time with Suzette, you will go away feeling that some of their qualities, 
the grace, the joy and wisdom have rubbed off onto this remarkable yet modest lady.  The lady who 
dances with dolphins.  

View Suzette s work at La Lonja, PDC Old Town.  Her gallery is open 11am  2pm Weds and 
10am  2pm Sun in Galeria La Villa, Teguise.  You can Email her at: Suzettetalbot@hotmail.com.   

Suzette Talbot 
A personal story by Horace Dobbs 

Suzette confirms one of the most important discoveries of my life. Namely, that it is possible to 
recreate the spiritual essence of dolphins that touches and transforms the human soul. 

It is abundantly clear from the article above by Heather Campbell in the Lanzarote Gazette that 
Suzette can do this with her art. I realised this when I first saw one of her paintings on a small piece 
of driftwood. For me it captured the gentle uplifting side of dolphins, which I had experienced 
during quiet moments with them in the open sea.   

When I met Suzette, I realised that her paintings reflected her own inner beauty. I also became 
aware of something else. Suzette has a beautiful soft voice.  

When Suzette told me she was paying a fleeting visit to see her son and his family in the nearby 
town of Hessle, I had an idea. Could she narrate one of my children s stories about a fictional 
dolphin named Dilo.  

Would you be willing to have a try at recording a dolphin story during your brief stay in 
Yorkshire? I asked her.  
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When she replied Yes I immediately telephoned Fairview Studios where the International 
Dolphin Watch CDs and DVDs are produced. The response was not altogether what I hoped to 
hear. They were very busy, but would try to fit us in.   

I had a window of just one day to get the script ready and do the recording. And it turned out to be 
one of those unplanned events, full of their own unexpected magic, that seem to be so much part of 
my life.   

Fairview Studios are set in a small farm with ponies in the fields and a lovingly tended garden. I 
always enjoy going there. The weather on 24th June 2003 
was glorious. I made up the music to introduce the CD 
on the spot using a dolphin tongue drum from Hawaii 
and a tiny Japanese music box. The recording went 
without a hitch. It was only later I found out that Suzette 
was in the original version of My Fair Lady when it 
toured Britain in the nineteen sixties. 

By the end of the next day I had designed 
the sleeve and got it printed, well 
photocopied actually, at Redcliff Print 
and Design in Hessle, where the IDW 
magazine DOLPHIN was being printed.  

From concept to completion the CD had 
taken just two days. 

I knew we had succeeded in what we set out to do, and more, a short time later at a small 
conference. When they listened to Dilo 

 

the tale of a young dolphin CD narrated by Suzette I 
noticed that some of the audience were brushing away tears from their eyes.  

Later the same year Suzette was back in England from Lanzarote to attend the International 
Conference:  Dolphin Healing 

 

bringing together science nature and the arts organised by Jackie 
Connell at The Open University. Suzette s driftwood paintings and stories about her personal 
encounters with whales and dolphins were among the many contributions that made the conference 
such a memorable, and for many a life-changing, event.  

Co-incidences (are there really any such things?) seem to be part and parcel of Suzette s life. The 
latest is a long planned visit at the end of August to the part of Germany where The Dolphin Fiesta 
organised by Elizabeth Battenberg and Digvijay Chaudhuri is to be held. The result - Suzette will be 
joining me and lots of other dolphin friends, including Shizuko Ouwehand, in Augsburger from 28th 

August to 2nd September 2007. To find out more visit www.aqualifeinstitute.com and www.fiesta-
gaia.net/

   

Suzette openly admits that whales and dolphins have brought magic into her life and that she tries to 
portray this in her art. If you would like to meet her and perhaps acquire one of her paintings then 
do come along to the Dolphin Fiesta in Augsburg or visit her studio in Lanzarote. If you can t make 
it to either of these venues, but would like to hear her tell the story of Dilo you can purchase a CD 
from the International Dolphin Watch Mail Order Shop 

http://www.aqualifeinstitute.com
http://www.fiesta-
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http://www.idw.org/html/dolphin_shop.html, It s ideal for keeping the driver and the kids 
entertained on car journeys.  

Suzette is shown here in the studio narrating 
Dilo, the tale of a young dolphin.  Such is the 
emotion she puts into her reading that the CD 
recording brings audiences, young and old, to 
tears of joy and sorrow.         

To listen to a sample track of the CD go to 
http://www.idw.org/html/books.html

  

Suzette with 
some of her 
unique pieces of 
driftwood art  

Jackie and Terry Connell 
are the proud owners of one 
of Suzette s dolphin 
plaques.  Here it is, pride of 
place, to the entrance of 
their home 

http://www.idw.org/html/dolphin_shop.html
http://www.idw.org/html/books.html
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 OPERATION SUNSHINE 
Family Therapy Programmes 

www.operationsunshine.org

  
.  

Under the umbrella of International Dolphin Watch, Operation Sunshine is a not-for-
profit organisation set up to provide therapy and social support for families of 
children with special needs. Dr Horace Dobbs is our Patron and Medical Advisor. 

In June 2006 we helped 3 special needs families achieve their dreams of swimming 
with wild dolphins in the Bahamas, bringing joy to the whole family         

MISSION STATEMENT 
To bring joy and healing into human lives 

 especially disadvantaged families 

  

Dousin Family with Carer 
Minga listening for dolphins 

Benoit and group at the Art Centre 
Group outside The Dolphin House

 

Eve with Carer doing  
Facilitated Communication 

WE ARE CURRENTLY FUNDRAISING 
TO HELP MANY MORE SPECIAL NEEDS FAMILIES.  

We would love to hear from you if you would like to support us by 
arranging your own fundraising events 

       Email: Jackie.Connell@ntlworld.com

   

www.operationsunshine.org

  

http://www.operationsunshine.org
http://www.operationsunshine.org
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DILO CORNER 
http://www.dolphinfriend.com/html/dilo.html

   
JOKES FOR DILO  

  

Some of the fishiest jokes around! 
http://www.oum.ox.ac.uk/thezone/funstuff/jokes/fishjoke.htm

  

What does a shark eat for dinner? 
Fish and ships. 

Why did the whale cross the road?  
To get to the other tide! 

What happened to the shark who swallowed a bunch of keys? 
He got lockjaw 

How do you help a deaf fisherman? 
Get him a herring aid! 

What fish is asked to sign autographs? 
A starfish. 

What did one rock pool say to the other rock pool? 
Show me your mussels. 

What did the mummy sardine say to her children when they saw a submarine? 
Don't worry, it's only a tin of people. 

Why did the shellfish go to the gym? 
To get stronger mussels.

http://www.dolphinfriend.com/html/dilo.html
http://www.oum.ox.ac.uk/thezone/funstuff/jokes/fishjoke.htm
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DOBBS DIARY 

THE MAGIC OF DOLPHINS 
Author/broadcaster HORACE DOBBS invites you to take an amusing and 
thought-provoking journey into the world of the mammal that has been 
described as Man s Cousin in the Sea

  

HORACE DOBBS was awarded a Silver Bowl (the equivalent to an Oscar) for 
his talk on dolphins by the International Platform Association in Washington. 
Other recipients include Winston Churchill and John F. Kennedy. When you 
hear Horace speak you will understand why he won this prestigious award. 

In his presentation Horace will take his audience on an enthralling journey into 
the joy filled world of the dolphins. Along the way he reveals how he left 
orthodox medical research to find out why dolphins have such a special place 
in our hearts. And of the extraordinary events that led him to discover that 
dolphins can help those in clinical depression and children with special needs. 

Horace always brings some of his books to his presentations and is pleased to 
sign them with special dedications. 

Dr Horace Dobbs has published scientific papers in fields as diverse as 
nuclear chemistry, medicine and pharmacology. His remarkable and 
adventurous life is documented in numerous best selling books and TV films. 
He founded The Oxford Underwater Research Group and the charity 
International Dolphin Watch www.dolphinfriend.com. 

Horace will be at the following venues: 

11th 20th Aug 2007 
Azores 
For information contact: Amanda Stafford 01273 882778, 
info@dolphinconnectionexperience.com

 

http://www.dolphinfriend.com
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28 Aug 2007 
Dolphin Fiesta, Germany 
For information see the June issue of Friends of IDW Newsletter. 
Contact: Elizabeth Battenberg Elizabeth.battenberg@web.de    

22nd- 23rd September 2007 from 10am to 6pm 
Health and Healing Festival 
Pavilions of Harrogate in The Great Yorkshire Showground 
For information contact: Ruth, Neil, Fern and Kath  
www.mbsfestivals.co.uk  Tel: 01405 704180/769875  

Tuesday 23rd October 2007 at 12.30pm 
Kingston-upon-Hull Methodist Women s Luncheon Club 
invites you to Kingston Theatre Hotel 
For information contact: Eileen Barker Tel: 01482 641649   

19th November 2007 at 7.30pm 
Guernsey Rotary Club 
St. Pierre Park Hotel  
invites you to a supper and talk to support International Dolphin Watch 
For information contact: Carla McNaulty Bauer Tel 01481 127422   

   

The Magic of Dolphins  
A wonderful introduction to the life of 
dolphins, their evolution and intelligence. 
Well illustrated with black & white and colour 
photographs.   

Lutterworth Press ISBN07188 2603-5 

Order online: 
http://www.idw.org/html/dolphin_shop.html

 

http://www.mbsfestivals.co.uk
http://www.idw.org/html/dolphin_shop.html
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Dilo Dome Project   

SIMULATED DOLPHIN EXPERIENCES  

    

It is now known that swimming with dolphins can bring great benefits to 
children with a wide variety of special needs. But swimming with dolphins can 
be very expensive and is only accessible to a tiny proportion of children who 
could benefit.       

Recreating the benefits 
It has been shown that it is possible to capture and recreate the spiritual essence of 
dolphins that can have beneficial effects on the human mind. The Dolphin Dreamtime 
does it with music. Stories and pictures about a fictional dolphin I created named Dilo 
have been shown to help children with learning difficulties.  

Dilo Dome 
Based on these and other observations I devised the concept of a portable dome, 
called the Dilo Dome, inside which youngsters can have a variety of simulated 
dolphin experiences.  

When Wolfram Schulz was painting this image for the Dilo Dome Project he said he 
could feel his life changing. By saying this Wolfram makes the point that the very act of 

creating dolphin images can have an influence on the artist as well as the viewer. 

The aim of this award is to make simulated dolphin 
experiences available to all children everywhere 
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Research 

A flier explaining what a 
Dilo Dome is, how it works 
and who will benefit was 
distributed to those taking 
part in a research 
programme to explore the 
practical use of a prototype 
and evaluate its efficacy. 

Prototype Trials 
Trials of the first prototype in the shape of an inflatable igloo fabricated from 
translucent pale blue plastic decorated with Dilo images have been very successful. 
They demonstrate clearly that the principle of providing a dome shaped space inside 
which children can have beneficial dolphin experiences is sound.            

Creativity   

                                                                                   

Shortcomings 
Trials of the prototype revealed shortcomings that need to be overcome in any future 
designs. Firstly, being inflatable and made of plastic it is vulnerable to punctures, 
accidental and deliberate - especially by children with special needs. Some users 
objected to the smell of the plastic and felt it was an unsuitable material. However, 
despite its deficiencies, the prototype Dilo Dome has been enthusiastically acclaimed 
by both children and adults alike.  

The first prototype Dilo 
Dome was launched at 
Southwood Middle 
School, Milton Keynes.  
The students cheered 
when the Head Master, 
Mr Schram, popped his 
head out of the top of the 
dome. 

Creating images to go on 
the outside and inside the 
dome was enjoyed by the 
children and  the  adults 
who supervised them 
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Adults and children alike enjoyed the 

Dilo Dome experience. 

 

For solitary children the 
prototype Dilo Dome became 
a personal sanctuary inside 
which they could be still and 
quiet, play with familiar toys, 
draw, or listen to a Dilo story 
on CD. Some sat quietly 
watching a dolphin film on a 
portable DVD player.

  
An underwater Den           

Personal Sanctuary            

What is needed? 
For some children, such as those who are severely autistic, a simple dome decorated 
with Dilo and other images is all that is required. Such children do not like change. 
So firstly they should be allowed to become slowly familiarised with the dome. When 
this has been accomplished the Dilo Dome will become a sanctuary inside which they 
will feel secure and can be left in safely whilst being observed discretely from 
outside. With appropriate adult supervision and the provision of art materials, more 
proactive children should be encouraged to create their own magical dolphin space 
inside the dome.  

Time to go forward 
The time has now come therefore for the Dilo Dome Project to move forward 
towards its ultimate aim, which is: to make a dolphin-like experience inside a 
small portable dome universally available to children of all abilities.  

To advance to this next stage an award of £1,000 is being made for the design of 
a Dilo Dome that could possibly go into commercial production.  
Open entry Entry for the award can be made by individuals (students or 
employees) or organisations such as colleges and tent manufacturers. 

Although intended primarily for 
children with special needs it became 
immediately apparent wherever the 
prototype dome was put on display that 
children of all abilities relished playing 
in it.  All kids like dens.  And for those 
playing inside the Dome it became an 
underwater den in which they could 
invent games and fantasies. 
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Submissions will be judged by an Operation Sunshine/IDW panel on 1st May 2008.  

Submissions and Queries 
The Dilo Dome Project is being managed by Sonya Sitton, who will be pleased to 
receive your submissions, preferably by email: sonya@sitton.co.uk. If you have any 
questions you can email Sonya, or call her on: 01908 671340. You can see 
information about Dilo and the development of the Dilo Dome so far on 
http://www.idw.org/html/dilo.html.  

My sincere thanks go to all those who have helped bring the Dilo Dome Project to 
this exciting stage. 

 

Dr Horace Dobbs, Honorary Director International Dolphin Watch 
www.dolphinfriend.com

 

Patron Operation Sunshine www.operationsunshine.org

  
Design Features Required 

The design can be as radical and innovative as you wish.  

Undersea images can be created from different materials and presented in ways that create the 
illusion for the children inside the dome that they are in Dilo s magic kingdom. They can be of 
different textures, mobile or still, with or without sound.  

Some children may want to take a cuddly dolphin into the dome.  For children with severe 
special needs, coloured images of Dilo painted on the fabric of the dome, or attached to the 
dome in some way, possibly stuck on the outside, will be sufficient.  It should be lightweight so 
that it can be placed safely over a child confined to bed.  

To encourage more able children to use the dome as a creative play space additional features, 
such as ready made or cut out turtles that can be attached to points inside the dome with Velcro, 
can be included. These can be prefabricated or facilities can be provided for children to create 
their own images with adult supervision.  

The structural framework to support the dome can be internal, external or incorporated in the 
dome fabric itself and should be simple to assemble.  The size of the dome should be 
approximately that of the prototype dome i.e. about 1.5 metres high and about 2 metres across 
the base. There should be an opening at the top as in the prototype and possibly a viewing 
porthole for those outside to see what s happening inside.

  

There are no restrictions on the materials used. That s up to you and will obviously be 
determined by the final design. 

http://www.idw.org/html/dilo.html
http://www.dolphinfriend.com
http://www.operationsunshine.org
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FRIENDS NEWS 
Love or Fish 

by Kris Simpson  

Here is my poem and photos, "Love or Fish" which describes my close encounter with a group of 3 Whitebeaked 
dolphins off Montrose, Scotland on our yacht Dolphinicity. It was 5am; the early start dictated by the tides. The sun had 
just risen; it was so cold, the atmosphere magical. We saw three fins arrowing towards us and to our delight, the 
dolphins swam round us and took turns riding the bow-wave.  They kept rolling on to their side, making eye contact as I 
clung to the bowsprit. I could clearly hear the whistling calls they made. When my camera jammed after taking only a 
few shots, I concentrated on watching and whistling to them. They seemed as fascinated and full of joy as I was. I 
wondered afterwards what on earth we'd been talking about.  
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For Sale 

Dolphin Rendezvous, New Zealand  

http://www.dolphinrendezvous.co.nz/

  
A 50% share in Dolphin Rendezvous is up for sale.  Dolphin Rendezvous is a 

dolphin/swim/view /whale-watch operation in Northland New Zealand.  

  

Dolphin Rendezvous is based at Mangonui Harbour, The Licence, held for dolphin swims and 
whale watching, is North of Whangaroa Harbour. Dolphin Rendezvous operate a Power/Sail 
Catamaran, 18.3 metres long and 8.1 metres wide, running trips mainly in and around Doubtless 
Bay, the Cape Kari Kari Peninsular and as far north as Houhorua Harbour.  The licence is for 30 
passengers (plus 3 crew). Trips can be either 4 or 8 hours and publicly or privately chartered with a 
daily service during summer. The Boat Zig Zag is 
fully licensed. Her bulbous bows add to her stable 
design and have become a favourite feature for the 
local dolphins to ride on. Her shallow draft, 1. 2 
metres (arft) allows for easy beach access in and 
around the bays and beaches for boarding and 
stopover s. The sails are powered self-furling rigs.  

The area, in the Northern part of New Zealand, is a 
semi subtropical temperate climate, with the warm 
season extending from late October to the end of May. 
The best dolphin swim months are from December to 
May 31st, although they do inhabit the area all year round. There is a resident population of around 
110 Bottlenose Dolphins, Pilot Whales, Fin back Whales, Sai Whales, Minki, and Humpback. Also 
False Killer Whales, Orca particularly April May, in large numbers, into June and an abundance of 
Common Dolphins in summer.  

http://www.dolphinrendezvous.co.nz/
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The Area also has good quality fish stocks and is a main 
feeding ground, which provides excellent bottom fishing 
and recreational fishing, Jigging and Sport fishing.  

The largest single Resort construction north of Auckland in 
recent years has been opened in Doubtless Bay, although the 
total complex completion date is still 2 years away. There 
are also plans to duplicate this in Houhoura.  

Dolphin Rendezvous has an application in place with the 
Department of Conservation to expand the service down to the Bay of Islands and North to North 
Cape and the Three Kings Group. It is envisaged that this will compliment the present operation and 
increase the present ability to predict Marine Mammal movement.   

A Friend of IDW, John Chisholm, is selling his share in Dolphin Rendezvous as he has an 
opportunity to publish a book and move into Boat Construction. John is keen that the Business goes 
to the right people that care about the marine environment and the welfare of the dolphins and 
whales. He says, The Business works well, is well regarded and has earned the support of the 
resorts and accommodation providers in the Area .  

John added: I know you have the welfare of the dolphins at heart, and hope that through you I may 
find the right buyer. It would be great if the buyer were someone who understood the Dolphin 
Healing side of what is a unique circumstance. It might suit someone offshore as a part 
shareholder?  It could suit someone from your side of the world with contacts and a vested interest 
in helping the business develop further.  It may be with a reduced workload I would stay on and 
help with the change of ownership. It is one of the best jobs in the world I'm sure, in what must be 
one of the few clean and clear areas .  

For information on charters, dolphin swim/whale watch programmes, please see the web site 
on http://www.dolphinrendezvous.co.nz/ and contact John Chisholm.  

If you would like to discuss the Business please contact John Chisholm in the first instance via 
Email on dolphins@inspire.net.nz.   

 

http://www.dolphinrendezvous.co.nz/
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http://www.wildquest.com/

   

Life is good!  

The weather here has been good to us! We have been having incredible weeks of gorgeous, flat, 
iridescent turquoise ocean and many blissful connections with the spotted, as well as the bottlenose, 
dolphins.  

When love blossoms, the natural impulse is to share. Tara, our very talented chef, wrote her 
expressions for the July edition of Notes from The Dolphin Island: 
http://www.wildquest.com:80/notes/Tara/Tara-news.html?source=Tara

  

 Also participants share their experience:        

What an incredible experience we had with the dolphins!  
For me, the most profound moment was when you encouraged us to get 

quiet and collectively, through our energy, thoughts, and prayers, invite the 
dolphins to come. 

So we got quiet on that very calm sea.  And the dolphins came.  Amazing!

 

How often in our lives do we truly get quiet and wait. 
I have taken that experience into my life, where I continually try to do and fix 

and problem solve and accomplish.  
With quiet and waiting comes calm and joy in what each moment has for us.

 

That moment when the dolphins came is changing my life. 
Thank you for the honor and respect shown to the dolphins and 

life that allowed that to happen.  
Jill Stowell  

      

Wow. 
Like wow. 

Feel like I have been blown up into a million

 

shiny sparkly pieces of love and joy. 
Thank you thank you thank you thank you. 

Kira Ryder   

I would like you to know that 
I have been feeling uncommonly 

happy, joyous, free and more 
Present 

since returning home. 
Carolyn Rabata 

 

http://www.wildquest.com/
http://www.wildquest.com:80/notes/Tara/Tara-news.html?source=Tara
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A DOLPHIN FRIENDSHIP 
by Timothy Wyllie 

http://www.timothywyllie.com/

     
The small boat bucked and reared up over the 
hulking waves, slamming down into the water on 
the other side. Shock juddered through my system 
as I hung onto two pieces of rope fastened around 
the bow. I lay chest and stomach flat against the 
deck, peering down over the edge as Cap n Dan 
Sammis gunned the engine of the Zodiac, making 
as much as a bow wave as he could with the 
powerful outboard engine.   

The dolphins, of course, loved this, as they love 
and seem to encourage any behavior by humans 
that is strong and confident. Within moments of 
accelerating to top speed, slamming across waves 
and holding on with every scrap of strength, the 
dolphins appear. Out of nowhere, suddenly they 
are with us -- five, seven, eight, nine, all 
skimming on the pressure wave. Sleek shadows 
slicing through the clear water, they jostle each 
other for position, making minute and infinitely 
rapid compensations for the movements of the 
others, all flowing and gliding with utter grace.    

I hang over them, scarcely a yard away, mesmerized by their speed and sheer exhilaration. I slip my 
hand into the sea, aiming it like a fin so that it, too, cut through the water.  The dolphins 
immediately start a new game to see if they can find some way of brushing up against it, finding 
some part of their body with which they might caress my finny hand. Such superb sensualists -- I 
love and sing with them as we all race along together.  

What hits me at once is their ease with one another. Constantly the jostle and buffet, caress and 
bump. I hear the cetacean equivalent of an Oooofff! accompanied by a distinctly fishy breath as 
one of the dolphins is playfully -- but powerfully -- edged of the pressure wave by a companion. 
There is such an intensity to their play -- such total commitment to the moment. I am laughing and 
singing with them and loving them as they arch their bodies up out of the water to breathe. I breathe 
with them, and as I do I feel more and more joined to their flowing oneness. 
I clear my mask and drop into the warm, heaving water. Immediately I am surrounded. The 
dolphins are sleek, curious, and utterly unafraid. They circle me; the water is full of twisting and 
turning forms of every shape and size.  

At this point I feel a new level of shared consciousness. It comes as quickly and as surely as a gulp 
or a hiccup. It is even more potent than the group sensation I fell into when we were all bow-riding 
together only a few minutes earlier. I can feel it flowing through me.  I find myself in a vibratory 
field of resonance, hanging there, being scoped out by all the dolphins sonar hitting me 
simultaneously. The water is alive with sound. My body tingles with a delicious warmth. Then, 
before I can really take stock of the situation, two enormous forms come up behind me, one on 
either side.  They slow down fluidly to my speed and then close in until I can feel them both 

"A fanciful portrait, created by the American ET 
artist Kesara

 

http://www.timothywyllie.com/
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flanking me,  pressing their bodies against me -- not roughly, but with exquisite gentleness and 
respect for my frailty.  

I swim closely with them, eye to eye -- first with one, then the other. Finally I find I can hold eye-
contact with both of them at the same time as they take me deeper and deeper into the cool depths 
before I have to twist upwards to take another breath. We dive again, the three of us utterly getting-
off on the tactile sensation of our different body surfaces rubbing against each other. Silk on skin, 
we gaze in happy amazement at one another as we discover telepathically that we can experience 
the same feeling. We are enjoying and loving one another in exactly the same way.   

I find myself entranced by each detail. The sunlight, filtering through clear water, flickers over the 
dolphins constantly moving bodies. One snags a piece of seaweed inches from my face-mask and 
tosses it up, catching it at the point where her beak meets the melon of her head. She looks briefly at 
me with this absurd bright-green moustache, and then four others immediately join in the game. All 
five spiral in a marvellous double helix down to the seabed some 35 feet below.  

My two special dolphins leave me, and once again my whole visual field is filled with swirling 
forms. I feel unaccountably just like them, and it becomes impossible to see exactly where the 
borders of our selves lie; they move so liquidly in liquid that they are a constant blur of 
movement.  

I find that my sense of seeing becomes less important as the feeling of oneness grows. I realize I am 
in a deeply altered state of consciousness. In this condition I have an overwhelming feeling of 
kinship and what I can only describe as pure friendship with the dolphins. I know in my heart that I 
will unravel something of their mysteries if I simply continue to follow the path of the dolphins and 
allow life to be my teacher.  

Extracted from Adventures Among Spiritual Intelligences: Angels, Aliens, Dolphins & 
Shamans

 

by Timothy Wyllie and published by Origin Press  (Wisdom Editions) in 2001.   

I NSPI RATI ONAL MESSAGE FROM ANDREW PARKER  

Fear vs. Love 
and the way of the dolphin  

I d like to take this opportunity to share a few thoughts with you all on the topic of fear and love in 
direct relation to the work I love to do. The inspirational work of bringing people to joy through the 
magic of whales and dolphins.   

F.E.A.R- false evidence appearing real. Have you ever been in a state of fear? Where your body 
sweats and your heart pounds and your thoughts race around your head looking for a way out. The 
thing about fear is there is no escape, it is a vicious cycle of chemical reaction and hormonal rush 
that feed your racing mind creating scenario after scenario of what might happen. Have you ever 
really looked at what makes you scared? Have you ever thought about your own process around 
fear?  

Fear is a past based learned response to perceived threat and it has immense value for us in certain 
circumstances. It is also a tool used by us to control. We allow it to be used by our governments and 
media outlets to sell us on a concept. We allow certain levels to be present in our lives and to create 
the context for our lives and our society. Fear robs us of our power, once in fear we are generally at 
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the mercy of the situation acting on instinct and survival. Fear my friends is an illusion created by 
the mind. Threats of course can be real though how we re-act is the key. Fear is a contraction of our 
energetic being; it closes us down and limits our innate potential. The presence of fear often puts us 
in a state that is easily manipulated and controlled. In fact it is our choice just in what state we 
choose to be in. Once in fear we are often at the mercy of the perpetrators and the illusion. And it is 
a disempowering state.  

Love is an energetic expansive state of divine creation. In essence there are only two sponsoring 
thoughts from which all thought in all forms spring. Fear or Love! Two hemispheres of thought and 
two hemispheres of the brain, the yin and the yang of all creation, the black and the white, the here 
and the there. Love is characterized by our feelings and we say that often love is centered in the 
heart. IE I love you with all my heart. The heart is the barometer of our divine creative tool. Our 
ability to create what we want in our lives is a heart and feeling centered philosophy. The science of 
HeartMath for example. When we are in love, not just with the beings we are passionate with, the 
wives girl/boy friends or lovers, when we are in love we are in the moment. We can in fact be in 
love with our fears.   

How does that work? Simply what we resist persists and what we look at disappears. Therefore 
each fear for us holds a world of self-growth when we stop resisting the feelings and embrace all 
experience for the gifts they hold. It is then we are in love. We can even be in love when we 
experience deep and profound loss like the loss of a loved one. I say this not to offend another who 
may have lost and has not yet seen the gift, though as a sharing of one who has lost and has seen the 
gift. (see death is never a tragedy always a gift in CwG Home with God ). Love sets us free. Love 
is the space of divine creation, at one with the laws of attraction, the truth of experiential 
abundance, it is expansive and the feeling we experience when we are in love can be described as 
pure joy.  

The way of the dolphin is one of pure joy. I found my passion and a path to fulfilling my purpose 
by sharing the joy and excitement of meeting these amazingly free beings in the open ocean over 10 
years ago now. When I first gathered a small group, two mothers with children with autism and a 
good mate dying of motor neuron disease and on a freezing June day we swam with dolphins, I 
understood something about myself and joy in a way I hadn t before. I fell in love with that 
experience, when I saw the faces of the children and their squeals of delight as a large female 
bottlenose brought her young baby to meet the boy s lives with me to this day. I now take people 
from all over the world to meet with and share space with whales and dolphins. I believe they have 
a message for us in this world of fear-based control. That message is one of love. Through their 
mere presence on this earth we can experience the magic of joy. Through a photo or film clip, or 
through a chance sighting at the beach as they dance with the surfers or play amongst the waves. 
When we hear the haunting sounds of a Humpback whales song, a song of creation containing a 
million tonal changes, a million frequency changes and 100 million bytes of information. WE feel a 
wondrous sense of possibility. We feel a sense of love. I take people overnight during the summer 
months to an island where we play and act like dolphins, often we have extremely close encounters 
and the magic of these encounters always brings the same result. Laughter, joy, connection sharing 
and LOVE.  

Getting an opportunity to share briefly about this topic is for me a pure joy. I can see you and feel 
you touching experiences through the words on this page. For these brief moments I am in deep 
gratitude to you for your listening. Today I give you the opportunity to be like a dolphin. Dolphins 
love to ride the bow wave, they love to surf. Our fears are energy; sometimes they seem like a 
massive battleship that is sailing to crush us even the deepest fear is energy. It is our choice what we 
do with that energy. Spin around and ride the bow wave of energy, sail with that energy leaping and 
spinning for joy at your ability to change your thoughts and direct whatever you think to whatever 
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you choose. You are now a dolphin riding the bow wave of creation. You are in control of the 
direction of your life. You are living the way of the dolphin

  
Andrew Parker can be found at Port Stephens on the 50 foot Catamaran Imagine taking groups on 
amazing cetacean journeys. All details on www.dolphcom.com.au

  
WhaleSong Tonga Tapu Vava u    

On August 6th  16th 2007 16 men and women from various parts of Australia are journeying to 
Tonga Tapu Vava u with the specific intention to meet with, swim with and communicate with the 
Humpback whales. This year is the year we begin to bring through the messages of the whales by 
direct and close contact. This year is the commencement of a 5 year experiment in human / cetacean 
communication that will offer much for all those that participate either by attending one of the 
planned trips personally or by following the trips via the www.dolphcom.com.au

  

website, U-tube 
http://www.youtube.com:80/watch?v=7PX7szeQKjc&playnext=1, documentary and book that will 
follow.   

At the completion of the August adventure, possibly as soon as September, their will be a 1 hour 
documentary available on my website of the journey. I have been invited to the Dolphin Fiesta in 
Augsburg Germany and will be taking the preview (rough edit only) with me.   

I invite you all to follow this journey. I invite you to visit the website, click on the link and watch 
the U-tube presentation http://www.youtube.com:80/watch?v=7PX7szeQKjc&playnext=1 and send 
it to your database. I invite you to send me an email with your question for the whales. If you could 
talk to a whale what would you ask? If you had access to 50,000,000 years of evolution and 
countless generations of accumulated knowledge and wisdom to answer your deepest question, 
what would you request?   

Keep your questions to 25 words or less and I will choose 16 questions. One question for each 
participant on the journey will be asked on your behalf. The answers from the whales will be 
published in this IDW journal on our return and available on our website for all to see.   

Please send the questions to andrew@dolphcom.com.au before August 5th.   

Spaces are filling fast on next years Vava u Whale Song. The journey will be in August 2008 with 
16 people maximum. Contact me to reserve your place NOW    

Andrew E Parker 
Facilitator / Writer / Presenter 
DolphCom 
+61 438 444500 
+61 2 49422344 
www.dolphcom.com.au

    

http://www.dolphcom.com.au/Bookings.html

   

http://www.dolphcom.com.au
http://www.dolphcom.com.au
http://www.youtube.com:80/watch?v=7PX7szeQKjc&playnext=1
http://www.youtube.com:80/watch?v=7PX7szeQKjc&playnext=1
http://www.dolphcom.com.au
http://www.dolphcom.com.au/Bookings.html
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Note from the Editor and I DW W eb Master   

Horace has kindly congratulated us on editing the Newsletter from conception to its 
first birthday. However, we fully appreciate that this job could not have been done 
without help and support, especially from those who have sent in articles, 
photographs and ideas. We send you all our thanks.  

An OMNIBUS version of all the year s Newsletters on CD will be available soon.   

Friends of IDW worldwide are joining together to do what they can to help others, 
our planet and bringing joy to many.  

Registered Friends of International Dolphin Watch receive news and exchange 
information on a host of topics. Friends of IDW can use the Newsletter to share 
stories about their personal dolphin experiences, projects and fund raising events. 
They can also advertise on the website and contribute to one of our most popular 
website features - A World Wide Guide on where you can meet dolphins and 
possibly swim with them. 

PLEASE KEEP YOUR STORIES COMING  WE LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU. 

Email Jackie Connell mailto:Jackie.connell@ntlworld.com

 

Together we CAN and DO make a difference.  

Registration to Friends of IDW can be made online at: 
http://www.dolphinfriend.com/html/dolphin_shop.html

   

If you would like to advertise on www.dolphinfriend.com website: 
Email Terry Connell mailto:terry.connell@ntlworld.com

          

Jackie Connell 
Editor 

Terry Connell 
Web Master 

mailto:Jackie.connell@ntlworld.com
http://www.dolphinfriend.com/html/dolphin_shop.html
http://www.dolphinfriend.com
mailto:terry.connell@ntlworld.com

